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I. Introduction 
MidAmerica St. Louis Airport (the Airport) is owned and operated by St. Clair County, Illinois.  The 
Airport is located in the St. Louis metropolitan area, approximately 20 miles east of downtown St. 
Louis, and bordered to the north by Interstate 64 between Illinois Route 158 and Illinois Route 4.  
Neighboring towns include Belleville, Lebanon, Mascoutah, New Baden, O’Fallon, Shiloh, and 
Summerfield.  The Airport is co-located with Scott Air Force Base, sharing airfield facilities under a 
joint use agreement.   

Exhibit 1.1-1 illustrates the location of the Airport in relation to major highways and regional cities.  
A map of the St. Louis area, including other local airports, is shown on Exhibit 1.1-2.    

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) classifies MidAmerica as a Non-Hub Primary 
Commercial Service Airport.  Currently, commercial passenger service is limited to one airline, 
which served approximately 26,500 enplaned passengers in 2006.  The joint-use facility has two 
runways: a 10,000-foot runway used primarily for civilian activity and an 8,001-foot runway 
primarily for military activity.  In addition to the passenger terminal, MidAmerica has a 50,000 
square foot cargo terminal, a general aviation area, aircraft rescue and fire fighting facilities, and 
other support facilities.  

This document presents the findings of Phase I of the MidAmerica St. Louis Airport Master Plan 
Update, and describes the detailed analyses and assessments conducted during preparation of the 
report.  The following three chapters provide an existing conditions inventory of Airport facilities, 
document the assessment of potential future aviation demand at the Airport, and discuss the 
demand/capacity analyses and facility requirements, as follows: 

• Chapter 2 – Existing Conditions 
• Chapter 3 – Market Demand Assessment 
• Chapter 4 – Demand Capacity Analyses and Facility Requirements 

Airport History 
Planning for MidAmerica St. Louis Airport began in the 1980s.  At that time, the sole full-service 
commercial airport serving the region, Lambert-St. Louis International Airport (Lambert), was a 
Trans World Airlines (TWA) hub and projected demand was expected to exceed airfield capacity.  In 
1986, Lambert served 20 million passengers and handled more than 450,000 aircraft operations.   

In 1986, the Illinois Department of Transportation published a Feasibility Study of Joint Military-
Civilian Use of Scott Air Force Base.  The study predicted that the St. Louis area would have 
inadequate airport capacity by 1990.  Locating additional facilities at Scott Air Force Base would 
help reduce congestion at Lambert, improve the local economy and enhance the capabilities of Scott 
Air Force Base.  The project was deemed feasible, although annual expenses were expected to 
exceed revenue through 2005.  The estimated development cost was $357.4 million in 1986 dollars. 
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Using funding from the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program, the first master plan was prepared for 
the Airport in 1987, followed by an environmental assessment in 1988.  The 1987 Phase I Master 
Plan examined alternative sites for airports in the St. Louis area, including expansion of existing 
airports (St. Louis Regional, St. Louis Downtown-Parks, Highland-Winet and Shafer Metro-East), 
the establishment of a joint use facility at Scott Air Force Base, and the construction of a new airport 
in the vicinity of Columbia-Waterloo, IL.  The master plan also investigated the baseline, or “do 
nothing” alternative.  Through consideration of several criteria, including cost, location and 
environmental impact, the report concluded that expanding Scott Air Force Base was the best option 
for development of airport capacity in the region. 

The construction of a joint use facility at Scott Air Force Base was studied further in the 1988 Phase 
II Master Plan.  The document presented a forecast of aeronautical activity, facility requirements and 
alternatives for development.  The preferred alternative proposed the construction of a runway 
parallel to the existing Runway 14-32 and separated by 7,000 feet to the east.   

In 1991, the Final Scott Air Force Base Joint Use Airport Environs and Facility Plan was issued, and 
a joint use agreement was signed between the Department of the Air Force and St. Clair County.  The 
joint use agreement laid out the conditions to be met before the establishment of a joint use airport.  
The basic agreement specified that St. Clair County would acquire 3,800 acres of land to construct an 
Airport, consisting of a runway at least 8,000 feet long, an air traffic control tower, terminal facilities, 
fuel storage and an independent aircraft rescue and firefighting (ARFF) facility.  Also included in the 
agreement were improvements to the Scott Air Force Base airfield and the relocation of Cardinal 
Creek Village, a residential development for Air Force personnel and their families.  In addition, the 
plan laid out the general operating procedures for the facility.  

Construction of the Airport began in 1994 and MidAmerica St. Louis Airport officially opened in 
1998.  Since the inauguration of the Airport, commercial service has developed slowly.  Sweeping 
changes in the aviation industry as a result of the post-technology boom economic slowdown and the 
events of September 11, 2001, had considerable impact on aviation demand in the St. Louis region.  
American Airlines acquired Trans World Airlines (TWA) and effectively de-hubbed St. Louis 
Lambert International Airport, reducing the number of passengers connecting through the airport.  In 
addition, St. Louis Lambert International developed a new runway, commissioned in 2006, 
increasing available airfield capacity in the region. 

A number of airlines initiated service at MidAmerica St. Louis Airport between 1998 and 2004, all 
with limited success.  In 2005, Allegiant Air initiated commercial operations starting with service to 
Las Vegas, Nevada.  Allegiant has grown successfully at the Airport, adding additional frequency to 
Las Vegas and expanding service to Orlando, Florida.  The Airport is beginning to establish itself as 
an international air cargo center and began servicing international cargo charter operations earlier this 
year. 

 




